CHAPTER III
COLLECTION AND DISCHARGE OF THE ZAKAT          '

SECTION i
The Collectors

IN the earliest period of Islam, according to the Hanifite
doctors, there was no distinction between the different kinds
of property as regards the jurisdiction of the state tax col-
lector to demand the settlement of their zakat. This state of
affairs is said to have continued from the time of the
Prophet until the califship of 'Uthman who " delegated the
matter of payment (ado?) to the property owners because
he feared that they would be subjected to inconvenience
and trouble in the inspection of their property by evil col-
lectors/' Since then property subject to zakat has been dis-
tinguished into the two classes of apparent (amwal zahirali)
and non*apparent property (amwal batinah). Apparent
property consists of the animals * and of such " non-appar-
ent " property as has become " apparent". Non-apparent
property, on the other hand, consists of the remaining
classes of property subject to sakat, namely gold and silver
and the articles of trade, so long as they have not become

1 Although later doctors (cf. 'Indyah, p. 171; Majma', p. 172, etc.)
in this connection use the word sawaim, implying thereby that animals
other than sawd'im, for instance, animals kept for trade, are not ap-
parent property, al-Sarakhsi (Mabsut, p. 170) expressly states that such
animals are apparent property. Al-Kasani (p. 35), by using in this
connection the word mawdshi (animals), seems to hold the same view;
on the Shafiite side, al-Mawardi (p. 195) and the Mugni (p. 401) do
likewise use nawdshi, and na'm (animals) respectively.
296